
   
 

 

 
 

 
Dear Parents, 

 
We are currently learning about the Earth, Space and Life Cycle in 3rd grade science. The students will 
demonstrate an understanding of components, cycles, patterns, and natural events of Earth and space 
systems. The students will also demonstrate an understanding of components, cycles, patterns, and natural 
events of Earth and space systems. 

 
Student Expectations 

• construct models that demonstrate the relationship of the Sun, Earth, and the Moon, including orbits 
and positions; AND identify the planets in Earth’s Solar System and their position in relation to the Sun. 

• describe and illustrate the Sun as a star composed of gases that provides light and heat energy for the 

water cycle. 
• investigate and compare how animals and plants undergo a series of orderly changes in their diverse 

life cycles, such as tomato plants, frogs, and lady beetles 

 

 

Key Concepts 

• Models can be used to represent the Moon orbiting Earth and Earth orbiting the Sun. 

• Each of the planets in our Solar System orbit the Sun. The closest planet to the Sun is Mercury, 
followed by Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

• Weather conditions can vary and change from day to day. We can use tools such as rain gauges, wind 
socks, and thermometers to gather weather information and charts, tables, and graphs for recording 
and comparing weather data. The Sun, like all stars, is made up of gases. 

• The Sun produces light and heat energy. 

• Organisms undergo observable changes during their life cycles including birth, growth, 
development, reproduction, and death. 

• We can compare the life cycles of various plants and animals. 

• Some animals, such as frogs and lady beetles, pass through distinctly different life stages with 
very different appearances. Most plants, such as tomato plants, develop from seeds into small 
plants that resemble the adult form. 

 

Helpful websites and STEMscopes login information can be found on the Eagle Mountain Saginaw ISD 
website on the Curriculum and Instruction Science page. 

The 3rd Grade Science Team 


